[image: Image result for stony brook university logo]


[bookmark: _heading=h.n4o8w7uzlk45]Master of Arts in English Program Handbook

[bookmark: _heading=h.6sbvc9euve76]ENGLISH DEPARTMENT CONTACT INFORMATION 

CHAIRPERSON
Benedict Robinson, Humanities Building 2020
GRADUATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Simone Brioni, Humanities Building 1104
GRADUATE COORDINATOR
Charles Edwards, Humanities Building 2096		

DEPARTMENT WEBSITE

GRADUATE CATALOG



Revised October, 2025
4


[bookmark: _heading=h.o2m4nfdq7elh]Mission and Vision
The English M.A program at Stony Brook is committed to fostering a community of intellectual curiosity, scholarly rigor, creative inquiry, pedagogical excellence, and critical engagement with literature, theory, media, and culture. We aim to develop scholars who are not only experts in their fields but also educators, colleagues, and public intellectuals prepared to contribute meaningfully within and beyond academia.

We believe that graduate education should encourage the pursuit of meaningful, original scholarship; sustained self-reflection; and collaborative mentorship. As such, we support each student’s path toward professional fulfillment, personal growth, and public contribution.

[bookmark: _heading=h.okdcyw11bet6]Program Overview
The Master of Arts in English at Stony Brook University offers students an opportunity to engage in advanced academic study within a research-intensive, intellectually vibrant environment. Designed to prepare students for doctoral study or professional careers in education, writing, publishing, and related fields, the program emphasizes critical reading, analytical writing, independent research, and scholarly communication. With access to experienced faculty and diverse academic resources, students explore key developments in literature, rhetoric, cinema, theory, and cultural studies. The program encourages the development of original scholarship and professional competencies through coursework, research, and participation in the broader scholarly community.
[bookmark: _heading=h.jok5rvykoqb8]
[bookmark: _heading=h.iui8u2r7d59r]Graduate Catalog
[bookmark: _heading=h.sdqe2rdtpi5]This handbook provides guidance based on the policies and procedures in the official Graduate Catalog, recognized by Stony Brook University. The Graduate Catalog takes precedence over this handbook. Students are responsible for knowing and following the University’s rules, requirements, and deadlines as outlined in official sources including the Graduate Catalog and Academic Calendars. For detailed program requirements, students should consult the English Department website.
[bookmark: _heading=h.e069heoxcltr]
[bookmark: _heading=h.et95tm99h5s0]Course Requirements
In addition to the minimum requirements of the Graduate School, students pursuing the MA in English must meet the following departmental requirements. The degree consists of 30 graduate credits, with students required to complete ten three-credit courses while maintaining a minimum overall GPA of 3.0. All courses must be passed with a letter grade of B or better.

A. Two Courses in Language and Rhetoric (6 credits) 
Students must complete two courses that address foundational areas in language, rhetoric, or theory:
a. EGL 506 – Studies in Literary Theory (3 credits)
b. EGL 509 – Studies in Language and Linguistics (3 credits)
c. EGL 592 – Problems in Teaching Writing or Composition (3 credits)
B. Three Topics Courses (9 credits) 
Students must complete three topic-based seminars from the list below, selecting at least two different topic areas to ensure a broad range of study:
a. EGL 584 – Topics in Genre Studies (3 credits)	
b. EGL 585 – Topics in Cultural Studies (3 credits)
c. EGL 586 – Topics in Gender Studies (3 credits)
d. EGL 587 – Topics in Race, Ethnic, or Diaspora Studies (3 credits)
e. EGL 588 – Writing Workshop (3 credits)
C. Four Electives (12 credits) 
Students must complete four additional graduate-level English courses at the 500 level. With approval from the Program Director, one or more of these electives may be substituted with 600-level English courses, or Graduate-level courses from other departments that are directly relevant to the student's academic focus.
D. Master’s Thesis (3 credits)
A Master’s Thesis is required for the completion of the degree. The thesis must demonstrate original research and critical analysis, and is completed under faculty supervision through EGL 598 – Thesis Research (1–3 credits; typically taken for 3 credits) 
[bookmark: _heading=h.eiikcrcw3lyh]Note:
· Topic courses may be repeated as long as content varies.
· One course cannot be used to satisfy more than one requirement.
· Courses run through the School of Professional Development are not accepted for English MA requirements, except by prior approval of the Graduate Program Director.
· Students must be registered in the semester in which they graduate.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ags0dc1a892u]Full-Time Enrollment and Registration Policies
To maintain full-time enrollment status, which is necessary for financial aid eligibility, students classified as G1—those who have completed fewer than 24 graduate credits—must register for 12 graduate credits per semester. Students who have completed 24 or more graduate credits and are considered G2 status are required to register for 9 graduate credits per semester to remain full-time. In the semester in which a student plans to graduate, they must be registered for at least one credit. If a student anticipates not enrolling in courses during any given semester, they must apply for an official leave of absence through the Graduate School. Failure to do so will result in a lapse in program enrollment. If a student wishes to re-enter the program after such a lapse, they must re-apply and will be subject to a $500 re-admission fee.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ed9w222ghrqs]Time to Degree Completion
Students in the English MA program may pursue their studies on either a full-time or part-time basis. Full-time students are expected to complete the degree within three years, while part-time students have up to five years to fulfill all program requirements. Students who are unable to complete the degree within the designated time frame may petition for an extension. However, the department strongly encourages timely completion of all degree components to ensure academic continuity and professional readiness.

[bookmark: _heading=h.z69ltq2817tz]Independent Study Policy
The MA program allows students to count one course numbered EGL 599 (Independent Study) toward the degree requirements. However, students are not permitted to take EGL 599 during their first semester of study. To be eligible for an independent study, students must have no outstanding Incompletes on their academic record and must have achieved a GPA of B+ or higher. The independent study option allows students to pursue focused research or advanced study on a topic not regularly offered in the course curriculum, under the supervision of a faculty member.


Graduate Certificate Programs
Students wishing to obtain graduate certificates in Women’s and Gender Studies, Cultural Studies, Writing & Rhetoric, and Philosophy are encouraged to do so. These certificate programs offer additional training in the specified areas. Please contact these departments directly regarding the certificate programs and requirements, as they are distinct from the English M.A.

[bookmark: _heading=h.83itjhkshmy]Advice for Writing Your MA Thesis
1. Start thinking about your thesis topic early. Consider areas that interest you and align with your academic goals.
2. Identify a potential thesis director. Choose someone who knows you and your writing well, and who is timely and thorough in providing feedback.
3. Meet with your potential director the semester before you plan to write your thesis. Ask if they are willing to supervise your thesis.
4. Complete the required form. Both you and your thesis director must sign a form before you can register for the thesis course (similar to an independent study). The Graduate Program Director must also sign this form.
5. Choose a second reader. This should be someone familiar with your work and responsive to your writing.
6. Write your thesis (30–40 pages) during the semester. Work under the guidance of your thesis director and maintain regular communication.
7. Allow time for feedback and revisions. Both your director and second reader may request changes, so plan accordingly.
8. Finish your thesis well before the end of the semester. This gives both readers time to review and suggest revisions, and gives you time to make those revisions and obtain final approval.
9. Edit carefully and follow formatting guidelines. Your thesis must meet the Graduate School’s formatting requirements. It is a public document and must be submitted in final form after approval.

Thesis submission
Generate a signature page for your thesis using the following link: Adobe Signature Page - MA. 
Fill out the necessary information to have it sent to the advisor to sign and then to the second reader. For specific instructions, see Signature Page Instructions. 
In case you are unsure about thesis formatting, here's a template for your reference Thesis Template - MA. 
Once you are ready to submit your thesis, go to the Thesis and Dissertation Submission Page for instructions. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.nty3xoxb4u7k]The thesis submission link is at the end of the bullet point under "Submission Specifications."
Important Notes:
· This is not a regular term paper. It is a formal, published document that must be approved by both readers and submitted to the Graduate School.
· ​​To ensure time for feedback, revisions, and final formatting, it is strongly advised to complete a full draft no later than one month before the final day of classes.
· All required signatures must be original (not scanned). Plan to collect signatures from your thesis advisor, second reader, and the Graduate Program Director during the last week of classes.
· Consider writing your thesis the semester before you plan to graduate. This provides extra time in case substantial revisions are needed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.bbzq096uc1o8]Summary Checklist:
· Meet with your thesis director and second reader the semester before writing. Get the form signed.
· Start early. Set a schedule with your director and keep your second reader informed. Strongly consider writing your thesis the semester before graduation.
· Complete a full draft at least one month before classes end.
· Allow time for multiple rounds of feedback and revision.
· Ensure all paperwork is signed in ink and submitted on time.
[bookmark: _heading=h.kcvxynrqxwut][bookmark: _heading=h.qvb55cufl0rj]
[bookmark: _heading=h.4b180ongvulg]MA Thesis Expectations and Format
A successful Master’s thesis demonstrates independent research, clarity of argument and method, and critical engagement with relevant texts and scholarship.  The department supports both traditional written theses and multimodal projects—scholarly works that incorporate various forms of media and expression, such as digital media, creative works, or physical artifacts. These must be accompanied by a rigorous written component that clearly articulates the research questions, methods, and scholarly significance of the project. Recent examples include a short documentary and a digital storytelling project, both of which met academic standards while exploring innovative formats. Students are encouraged to consult the  Stony Brook University Institutional Repository for examples of successful MA theses, including multimodal works. This approach reflects the department’s commitment to inclusive, accessible, and diverse forms of knowledge production.

[bookmark: _heading=h.9wiil3ouf9ny]Removal from the Program
A student may be removed from the M.A. program for failure to meet academic, professional, or programmatic standards. Grounds for removal include, but are not limited to:
· Failure to maintain satisfactory academic progress, including unmet coursework requirements or unsatisfactory performance on qualifying or comprehensive examinations.
· Inadequate progress on the dissertation, as determined by the advisor, dissertation committee, or program director.
· Violations of academic integrity or professional conduct, as defined by university policies.
· Failure to meet deadlines or expectations set forth by the program, department, or Graduate School.
· Non-compliance with university or departmental policies, including continuous enrollment requirements.

Before removal, the student will be notified in writing of the concerns and given an opportunity to respond. In most cases, a written warning or probationary period will precede formal removal, unless the situation warrants immediate action. Final decisions regarding removal are made by the grad school upon program recommendation. Students have the right to appeal removal decisions in accordance with the university’s grievance or appeal procedures.



Appeals and Grievances
Students who wish to address concerns or disputes regarding academic decisions, or other matters related to their graduate studies may submit an appeal or grievance. All such issues are reviewed by the Graduate Appeal and Grievances Committee, which is responsible for ensuring fair and consistent processes are followed. For guidance or to initiate the appeal or grievance process, students should contact the Graduate Program Director or the Department Chair. They can provide further details on the procedures, and necessary documentation required for the appeal or grievance process. The committee will assess the matter thoroughly, taking into account all relevant information and ensuring due process is observed. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.rls9mn46jtm4]Useful Resources
· Graduate Career Coaching
· Graduate Students Toolkit
· Counseling and Psychological Services
· Depression and Suicide Prevention Resources
· The Writing Center (Humanities 2009) 
· University Libraries 
· Use of Generative AI
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