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THE LONG JOURNEY TOWARD CHANGE



74% NON-PERFORMING WASTEWATER TREATMENT

 Approximately 380,000 onsite 
cesspools and septic systems

 209,000 in priority areas
 More than 250,00 pre-date 1973 

requirement for septic tank
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Environmental Resources at Risk

 ~1.5 million people on only 900 square miles
Largely unsewered (~74% of population)

 Vulnerable sole source aquifer
 Diffuse public water supply well network (~900 wells)

 Often relatively shallow (upper glacial aquifer)

 ~35,000 Private wells

 Wetlands, surface waters, 3 major estuary systems
 Groundwater and surface waters are connected

 All Three Estuaries are Impaired

 190 Public Bathing Beaches
 “The Environment is the Economy.” 



WATER QUALITY IMPACTS

“Nitrogen discharge from onsite wastewater sources represents the single greatest 

factor that can be managed to restore and protect our waters from the impacts of 
nutrient enrichment-related water quality degradation.” – SWP Findings 
Statement, as Adopted by the Suffolk County Legislature



LACK OF SEWERS = STAGNANT DOWNTOWNS



2014 20162015

STEADY PROGRESS TOWARD A SOLUTION
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SUBWATERSHEDS WASTEWATER PLAN -2020

"The strength of this plan is the incredibly strong 
and sound science on which it is based…While I 
have spent my career documenting the 
degradation of Long Island's fisheries and aquatic 
habitats, it is inspiring to finally see a plan 
designed and implemented that will reverse 
course on decades of negative trajectories. The 
citizens of Suffolk County will reap the benefits of 
this plan for decades to come."

- Christopher J. Gobler, Ph.D., Endowed Chair of 
Coastal Ecology and Conservation School of Marine 
and Atmospheric Sciences and Director, New York 
State Center for Clean Water Technology at Stony 
Brook University.

Purpose:
To establish a science-based, parcel-specific roadmap to
upgrade 380,000 onsite wastewater systems over 50 years

through connection to sewers or upgrade to IA systems.
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SUBWATERSHEDS WASTEWATER PLAN

Calls for:
• Investment of $4 billion over 50 

years in new wastewater 
infrastructure

• Establishment countywide 
wastewater management district

• Creation of recurring revenue stream 
to fund new infrastructure

• Connection of up to 39,000 additional 
parcels to sewers

• Strongly supported by labor, building 
trades and NGOs
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Years 2021 through 2023
Phase I “Program Ramp Up” includes:

• I/A OWTS for New 
Construction/Addition

• Increase allowable flow of App. A systems 
to 30,000 gpd

• Implement SCCRI sewer connections ($440M 
existing Federal funding) plus connections 
within SWSD

• Establishment of revenue source/CWMD
• Continue I/A OWTS voluntary incentives
• Continue industry/RME ramp up

172,000 upgrades*
30 years

76,000 upgrades*
15 Years

131,000 upgrades
Timeframe TBD

SUBWATERSHEDS WASTEWATER PLAN



MULTIFACETED APPROACH

Countywide Wastewater Management 
District
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F o r g e  R i v e r  W a t e r s h e d  S e w e r s
This project will:

 Construct a new Sewage Treatment Plant

 Ground was broken in January 2022

 Sewer 1,879 residential parcels and 154 

commercial parcels

 Remove 193 lbs./day of nitrogen

 14.4% reduction of Forge River wastewater 

nitrogen load 

Key Facts:

 Most eutrophic water body in Suffolk 

County

 Sustained severe anoxia during summer 

 GW levels of nitrogen are already at 10 

mg/L

 Nitrogen levels projected to go 14 mg/L if 

no action



SUFFOLK COUNTY COASTAL RESILIENCY INITIATIVE:
SEWER PROJECTS SUMMARY

C a r l l s R i v e r / W y a n d a n c h
This project will:

 Connect 2,180 parcels

 Remove 357 lbs./day of nitrogen

 33.5% reduction in existing Carlls 

River wastewater nitrogen load

 Additional 2.6% reduction GSB-wide 

by connecting all remaining 

unsewered parcels within Sewer 

District #3.

Key facts:

 Sewering SW district resulted in 

reducing nitrate from 4 mg/L  2 

mg/L

 Nitrate should be 0.5 mg/L or less in 

surface waters



COST PER PARCEL - SEWERS VERSUS IA/OWTS

Sewers
• Forge River Watershed 

Sewer District 

$119,000 per parcel with new         
STP. 

• Carlls River Watershed 
Sewer Project 

• $72,000 per parcel with 
existing STP.

IA/OWTS
Average IA installation cost

under Suffolk County Septic Improvement  
Program - $25,000



IA/OWTS INSTALLATIONS



INNOVATIVE
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SEPTIC IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM STATISTICS

• 3,386 - Total Applications Submitted through the Reclaim Our Water 
website

• 1,839 – Total County SIP Grants Issued
• 1,857 – Total NYS SSRP Grants Issued
• 1,110 – SIP & SSRP Funded I/A OWTS Installations

• $19,885,928.10 County SIP Funds Allocated to Grant Awardees
• $11,120,843.75 County SIP Funds Paid Out

• $17,047,576.70 NYS SSRP Funds Allocated to Grant Awardees
• $10,536,724.70 NYS SSRP Funds Paid

Average 
Applications 

Received per Month

2017: 30
2018: 17
2019: 70
2020: 77
2021: 74
2022: 87

• Suffolk County SIP Launched July 2017; NYS SSRP Began October 2018
• Suffolk County Invested $21,700,000.00 into Grant Funding

• Add’l $4,500,000.00 in Grant Funding recently awarded to the County 
SIP Program

• New York State Invested $20,050,000.00 into Grant Funding in 
Suffolk
• 3rd request for Grant Funding for the NYS SSRP program has been 

submitted



SEPTIC IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM STATISTICS

Year Jan. Feb. March
Apri

l
May June July August Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Year
Total

2017 - - - - - - - - 1 4 1 2 8

2018 0 2 3 4 8 3 1 5 5 7 7 6 51

2019 9 9 8 14 16 19 15 31 34 44 29 28 256

2020 31 24 34 42 47 31 47 36 37 31 25 31 416

2021 29 8 28 15 21 20 17 26 22 19 31 21 257

2022 18 20 36 25 22 1 122

Total of 1,110 SIP & SSRP Funded I/A OWTS Installations as of 6/1/2022

Average Installs/Month:
2019: 21.3
2020: 34.7
2021: 21.4
2022: 24
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SUBWATERSHEDS WASTEWATER PLAN

Calls for:
• Investment of $4 billion over 50 

years in new wastewater 
infrastructure

• Establishment countywide 
wastewater management district

• Creation of recurring revenue stream 
to fund new infrastructure

• Connection of up to 39,000 additional 
parcels to sewers

• Strongly supported by labor, building 
trades and NGOs



SUBWATERSHEDS WASTEWATER PLAN NEXT STEPS

Countywide Wastewater District
Purpose and need:

• Create administrative structure  needed to 
implement long term infrastructure plan:
 Oversight of Sewer Expansion
 Regulation of O&M for IAs
 Grant administration

• Consolidate existing sewer districts and 
create more equitable sewer rate structure

• Make sewer connections and system 
upgrades affordable for homeowners

• Subwatersheds Plan infrastructure 
improvements will create jobs and enhance 
property values



 Authorizing legislation included in the 
Governor’s budget for actions required to 
implement the Subwatersheds Wastewater 
Plan 

 Would allow the County to let voters decide 
if Countywide District and the Water 
Quality Restoration Fund should be 
established

 Strongly supported by organized labor, 
building trades and environmental 
community 

Suffolk County Water Quality Restoration Act



SUFFOLK COUNTY WATER QUALITY RESTORATION FUND

$5.00 per month

$42.2 
million 

Annual Yield

RESTORATION

FEE

Annual 
Impact on 
Property 
Owner

Modeled after the State of Maryland’s Bay Restoration Fund



BROAD-BASED SUPPORT FROM LEADERS

John R. Durso, President of the Long Island Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO said, “Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone, the

legislature, the environmental movement, economic development organizations, communities, and our union movement have advanced

the Suffolk County Subwatersheds Waste Water Management Plan to address the environmental challenges faced by our region’s working

families.” Durso continued, “The authorizing legislation introduced by Governor Hochul in today’s budget address puts our future in the

hands of Suffolk County residents. Suffolk County is on the precipice of building out the administrative infrastructure needed to improve

our water quality in a significant way. If adopted in the final budget agreement families across our county will have an opportunity to vote

on improving water quality, creating good union jobs, and shaping our region’s future in a positive way. Thank you Governor for trusting

the people.”

John D. Cameron, Jr., P.E. Chairman Long Island Regional Planning Council said, “Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone in
conjunction with the County Legislature is spearheading an important initiative advanced by the State Legislature for the creation of a
Countywide Wastewater Management District. The initiative, which has the strong support of the business, labor and environmental
communities, will enable the County to equitably manage its wastewater on a Countywide basis for the protection of the County’s ground
and surface waters as well as stimulate much needed economic development critical for the long-term sustainability of the County.”

Mitchell H. Pally, Chief Executive Officer of the Long Island Builders Institute said, “The need for a comprehensive

management plan to ensure the protection of our water supply and provide new economic development options in communities has never

been more important,” said Mitchell H. Pally, Chief Executive Officer of the Long Island Builders Institute. “LIBI strongly supports the

new opportunity provided by Governor Hochul for the county to create such a plan and for the public to decide whether to implement it

through a public referendum. We look forward to working with our county officials and other stakeholders to create a comprehensive and

dedicated Wastewater district in the year ahead.”

Adrienne Esposito, Executive Director of Citizens Campaign for the Environment, “Every Suffolk resident needs clean water.

Failing infrastructure is causing nitrogen pollution to plague our bays and estuaries causing fish die offs, harmful algal blooms, and

degraded water quality each year. We have a once-in-a-lifetime chance to restore the health of Suffolk County’s waterways and provide long

term protection for our drinking water. We applaud Governor Hochul and Suffolk County Bellone for giving Suffolk residents the right to

vote on investing in upgrades to our antiquated septic systems and sewage treatment plants. Let the public’s voice decide if they support

these necessary infrastructure upgrades that will provide a pathway to ecosystem restoration for our local waterways. Nitrogen pollution is

a problem that impacts every Long Island community and every resident should have the right to vote on whether they are willing to invest

in the solution.”



FINAL THOUGHT

Suffolk County’s goal in the near-term is to establish a
wastewater management district and responsible management
entity, to enable the financing, installation, and oversight of
improved wastewater treatment systems throughout areas in
need in the County. This will be a truly historic breakthrough
for the region.

We look forward to continuing to work in PARTNERSHIP to 
Reclaim Our Water.

Contact information:

Peter A. Scully, Deputy County Executive
631-853-4000
peter.scully@suffolkcountyny.gov


